
During the first half term, each year group have focused their mathematics on place 
value. We believe that once a child has secured the understanding of place value, 
they can go on to apply this knowledge across different mathematical areas and 
thus unlock their understanding of new concepts.  
 
What is place value? 
Place value is the value of each digit in a number. For example, the 5 in 350 
represents 5 tens, or 50; however, the 5 in 5,006 represents 5 thousands, or 5,000.  
It is important for children to understand that whilst a digit can be the same, its 
value depends on where it is in the number. When teaching children to understand 
place value, we follow our CPA (concrete, pictorial, abstract) approach and use a 
range of resources to allow pupils to consolidate their understanding. 

By the end of Reception, children are 
expected to be able to count reliably from 
one to twenty, placing the numbers in order 
and saying which number is one more and 
one less. 
 
To support pupils with this, we look at three 
aspects of number: cardinal (counting how 
many there are), ordinal (ordering numbers 
and knowing 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.) and nominal 
(understanding that numbers can be used as 
a name – e.g. the number on a bus. 

By the end of KS1, children are expected to: 
count in steps of 2, 3, 5 and 10s; recognise 
the place value of each digit in a two-digit 
number; identify, represent and estimate 
numbers using different representations; 
compare and order numbers from 0 up to 
100; write numbers to at least 100 in 
numerals and in words. 
Below are some of the resources we use to 
support your child in achieving these 
objectives, and understanding what a digit 
actually represents. 

What strategies and resources do we use to support pupils in understanding 
place value? 

EY   KS1 

Numicon 

Tens Frame 

Number Track 

Counting Bears 

Example of 
activities within 
provision 

Arrow Cards 

Bead String 

Tens Frames 

Number Line 



By the end of Year 4, pupils are expected to be able to count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000; 
find 1000 more or less than a given number; recognise the place value of each digit in a          
four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones); order and compare numbers; identify, 
represent and estimate numbers using different representations; round any number to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 
 
By the end of Year 6, pupils are expected to be able to read, write, order and compare numbers 
up to 10 000 000 and determine the value of each digit;  round any whole number to a required 
degree of accuracy. 
 
To support your child in achieving these objectives, we use a range of concrete resources; these 
are also used as pictorial representations, so as pupils  understand the variety of ways that 
numbers can be presented. We expect the children to be able to verbalise why, rather than 
simple providing an answer, as this allows us to check the child’s understanding of the 
mathematical terminology being used.   

What strategies and resources do we use to support pupils in understanding 
place value? 

KS2 

Arrow Cards 

Base Ten 
Place Value  
Counters  

(10,000 – 0.01) 

Place value grids are used 
throughout KS2, however pupils are 
only exposed to the columns 
required for their year group. 

Key Vocabulary 


